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Important Notes  
 
The ideas listed within are only a sample of the 
behaviors that you might observe as your child 
becomes a reader and a writer.  
 

Please note that children seldom exhibit behav-
iors that fall neatly into only one of the catego-
ries listed inside, and indeed it is not likely for 
your child to exhibit all behaviors listed under 
each category.  What�s important is that your 
child continues to develop skills and enjoy  
reading and writing. 
 
The lists contained in this pamphlet are not 
assessment tools; they provide a broad view of 
what children do as they develop language 
skills.  They can be helpful in providing perspec-
tive as a child progresses towards early literacy 
independence.  Generally, this independence is 
reached sometime before a child is nine years 
old. 
 
If you have questions about your child�s pro-
gress, please contact his teacher and arrange 
for a meeting to discuss his growth in more de-
tail with concrete examples of his progress. 
 

Helpful Hints for Home 

Reading aloud 

• Read books your child chooses, even if you have read 
them many times before. 

• Point out key words in the story and explain words that 
children may not know. 

• Ask a lot of questions like, �What�s happening now?� 
�What do you think will happen next?� �Where did he 
go?� �What is she doing?� 

• Answer your child�s questions, even if they interrupt the 
story. 

• Put aside a book if your child isn�t interested, and pick 
another one. 

• Allow time after reading to talk about the book, and invite 
your child to re-read parts of the story with you. 

 
 
 Reading with your child 

• Encourage your child to try, even if it�s not right every 
time. 

• When he comes to a word he doesn�t know, model strate-
gies by saying, �What word would make sense?� �What 
clues do the letters give us?� 

• If your child looks frustrated, it is okay to tell him the 
word. 

• Discuss the book and always focus on the meaning of 
the story � who was in the story and what was it about. 

 
 
Encouraging writing 

• Set up a place in your house where your child can WRITE, 
WRITE, WRITE. 

• Have different kinds of paper, envelopes, pencils, cray-
ons, markers, pens, etc. 

• Encourage your child to capture meaning in print, for 
example, �Why don�t you write a note to Mom thanking 
her for taking you to the beach?� 

• Encourage your child to spell the word that makes sense 
to your child�s message - even if the spelling is an ap-
proximation rather than absolutely correct. 

• Writing is about capturing messages and meanings in 
print.  Talk about and celebrate message and meaning - 
focus on that rather than on perfection of spelling or 
neatness. 



Independent 
 Readers: 

• enjoy listening to chapter books as well as picture books 

• consistently use word identification strategies (phonics, 
word structure, and sentence meaning) 

• use knowledge about phonics to help decode unfamiliar 
words 

• self-correct and self-monitor automatically while reading 

• use their prior experiences with language and life to assist 
with the new learning 

• continuously expand their vocabulary 

• read smoothly with expression 

• choose to read silently on a more frequent basis 

• read short chapter books and informational selections 

• respond as critical readers (question, predict, summarize, 
and evaluate) 

• choose to read independently from a variety of books for a 
variety of purposes 

• comprehend texts independently at higher levels, including 
author�s purpose, theme, complex story elements, etc. 

  

 Writers: 

• consistently add their own voice or style to text 

• start to build plot, characters, setting, etc. into a narrative 

• create more complex, descriptive sentences 

• begin to use the writing process (plan, compose, revise, 
edit, publish) independently 

• begin to edit their own work 

• write on a variety of topics 

• use an expanded vocabulary 

• choose to write for many purposes and audiences 

• spell most words correctly 

• use punctuation appropriately 

Developing 
Readers: 

• enjoy listening to longer, more complex stories 

• know when reading makes sense 

• identify all letters and link appropriate sounds to conso-
nants 

• recognize and begin to use sounds for vowels 

• increase sight word vocabulary 

• read familiar selections smoothly 

• reread and make corrections when reading does not make 
sense 

• use phonics, word structure, and sentence meaning to 
identify unfamiliar words 

• retell longer stories in a logical order, supplying important 
details 

• choose to read independently for pleasure and information 

• develop the ability to self-monitor and 
self-correct while reading 

• comment on story elements while read-
ing or being read to 

 

Writers: 

• create simple sentences independently 

• begin to form letters accurately and with correct movement 

• correctly include multiple consonant sounds and some 
vowels in an attempt to spell new words 

• spell a growing number of words correctly 

• use spacing between letters, words, and sentences appro-
priately 

• attempt to use a variety of punctuation marks 

• attempt writing stories and begin to include details 

• read their own writing to others 

• create writing that can be read and understood by others 

Emergent 
Readers: 

• enjoy listening to stories 

• predict words and events when listening to familiar sto-
ries 

• retell favorite stories and important parts of books they 
have listened to 

• can use their own pictures to tell a simple story 

• use pictures as useful clues to the meaning of a story 

• memorize rhymes, poems, and songs 

• begin to identify and separate individual sounds in spo-
ken words 

• begin to recognize letters  

• understand that print carries a message 

• recognizes and reads familiar signs, labels, advertising 
slogans 

• �reads� familiar stories using clues from the picture (not 
necessarily matching word for word with text) 

  

Writers: 

• understand that marks you make on a page can repre-
sent meaning 

• use pictures, scribbles, and random (mostly capital) 
letters to try to convey a message 

• copy some words 

• begin to write letters for individual sounds they hear 

• begin to write their names and other personally impor-
tant words 

• recognize that a word and a letter are different 

• experiment with letter shape 

Behaviors of 
Literate Children 

Beginning 

 Readers: 

• hear different sounds in spoken language 

• know many letters and show awareness of letter sound 
relationships 

• relate own personal experiences to the texts read 

• begin to self-correct mistakes when meaning is lost while 
reading simple texts 

• begin to reread if the spoken word doesn�t match 
the written word 

• expect stories to make sense 

• become aware of where to start 
reading (front to back, top to bottom, 
eyes move left to right) 

• point to words one at a time as they   
are reading 

• read simple pattern books 

• begin to predict words using phonics, word structure, and 
sentence meaning. 

• read and write some frequently encountered words 

• retell events in a story in an order that makes sense 

 

 Writers: 

• innovate on teacher modeled writing and begin to create 
own text 

• write from own experience  

• attempt to spell new words using �sound spelling� 

• become aware of simple sentences and attempt to write 
them with help 

• attempt to use punctuation marks and spaces between 
words 

• have control over some high-frequency words 

• orient a page to start writing 

• begin to realize writing can be changed or reworked 


